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Ruling Elder Ministries is a focus of the Office of General Assembly with the vision of
providing support and training to the office of ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church
(US.A).

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the New Testament
church provided persons with particular gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of
God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having
demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling elders are so named not be-
cause they “lord it over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they are chosen by the congrega-
tion to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and
life. Ruling elders, together with teaching elders, exercise leadership, government, spiritual discern-
ment, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a congregation as well as the whole church,
including ecumenical relationships. (Book of Order, G-2.0301)

Ruling Elder Webpage

A variety of training materials for ruling elders are located in one convenient location.
The website at www.pcusa.org/rulingelders offers updated lists and links to current train-
ings, books, videos, and other materials that may be of interest to ruling elders and the
teaching elders who serve with them.

Regarding Ruling Elders: A Monthly Series for
Spiritual Leaders

e O R E Ruling Elders are elected by congregations as “per-
il sons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demon-
strated skills in leadership and being compassionate
REGARDING RULING ELDERS: in spirit” (G-2.0301). This series offered in English,

AMONTHLY SERIES Korean, and Spanish, includes devotional pieces,
B TUAL LEADERS invitations to spiritual practices, and other resources

for growth as spiritual leaders and seeks to nurture
the spiritual life of those serving in this role.

Current and archived issues of the series, as well as archives of our former series, Re-
garding Ruling Elders: A Monthly Series for Serving Faithfully, which focused on the
varied responsibilities of ruling elders within church life, are available on the ruling elder

website at www.pcusa.org/rulingelders.

To become a part of the ruling elder email list and receive notifications about articles posted
in the Regarding Ruling Elders series or upcoming events, opportunities, and new training
materials, provide your contact information at http://oga.pcusa.org/section/mid-council-

ministries/ruling-elders/network-ruling-elders/.
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PREFACE

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as defined in F-3.04, consists
of the Book of Confessions (Part I) and the Book of Order (Part 1I).

The Book of Confessions contains the Nicene Creed, the Apostles’ Creed, the Scots
Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Second Helvetic Confession, the Westminster
Confession of Faith, the Shorter Catechism, the Larger Catechism, the Theological
Declaration of Barmen, the Confession of 1967, the Confession of Belhar, and A Brief
Statement of Faith—Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

The Book of Order contains the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity, the Form of
Government, the Directory for Worship, and the Rules of Discipline.

In this Book of Order

(1) SHALL and IS TO BE/ARE TO BE signify practice that is mandated,
(2) SHOULD signifies practice that is strongly recommended,

(3) IS APPROPRIATE signifies practice that is commended as suitable,
(4) MAY signifies practice that is permissible but not required.

(5) ADVISORY HANDBOOK signifies a handbook produced by agencies of the
General Assembly to guide synods and presbyteries in procedures related to the
oversight of ministry. Such handbooks suggest procedures that are commended,
but not required.

The 222nd General Assembly (2016) approved and the presbyteries took action
to replace the Directory for Worship with a new Directory for Worship. The
assembly also approved and the presbyteries took action to replace the following
terms as follows: “teaching elder” with “minister” or “minister of the Word and
Sacrament”; “ruling elder commissioned to pastoral service” with “commissioned
pastor (also known as commissioned ruling elder)”.

The amendments to the Form of Government, Directory for Worship, and Rules of
Discipline, proposed to the presbyteries by the 222nd General Assembly (2016) and
approved by a majority of the presbyteries, are included in this volume. Words that have
been stricken are omitted from the text. New wording appears in boldface within the
appropriate paragraph. These amendments take effect on June 25, 2017. Amendments
have been made in the following places:



Book of Order
F-3.0202
G-1.0304
G-2.0102
G-2.0301
G-2.05 & G-2.0501
G-2.0509
G-2.0701
G-2.1101
G-3.0106

June 2017

Minutes, 2016
49,51, 359
62, 65,556
49,51, 359
49, 51,359
49, 51, 359-60
49, 50, 51, 365
49, 51,360
49, 52,376
32, 34,290-91

Book of Order
G-3.0109
G-3.0307

Directory for Worship
D-10.0401

Ordered Ministry Titles

Minutes, 2016
49, 50, 354
49, 51, 360

15, 17-19, 978ff
49, 50, 51, 365
49, 51, 360

J. Herbert Nelson, II

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)



EXPLANATION OF THE
REFERENCE NUMBER SYSTEM
OF THE

BOOK OF ORDER

The four parts of the Book of Order are abbreviated by the use of capital letters:

F — The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity
G — Form of Government

W — Directory for Worship

D — Rules of Discipline

Each reference in the text begins with the appropriate letter. The numeral appearing
after the letter, and to the left of the decimal, indicates the chapter number. There are four
numerals to the right of the decimal. The first two indicate the number of a section. The
second two indicate the number of the subsection.

Each page is noted in numerals preceded by the proper letter to identify the material
that appears on it. For example, in the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity, the first page
of Chapter One bears the notation:

F-1.01-F-1.02
F-1.0201-1.0202

This indicates that Chapter One of the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity begins
here and the page includes sections 1.01 and 1.02 with two titled subsections: 1.0201 and
1.0202.

The chapters and sections of the Book of Order are so notated that it is possible for
chapters and sections to be added by amendment without changing any of the present
notations.

This notation makes it possible for citations to the Book of Order in minutes, reports,
and correspondence to remain the same from year to year in English, Korean, Spanish,
and Braille editions.
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F-1.01-F-1.02
F-1.0201-1.0202

THE FOUNDATIONS OF PRESBYTERIAN POLITY

CHAPTER ONE

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH!

F-1.01 Gop’S MISSION

The good news of the Gospel is that the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
creates, redeems, sustains, rules, and transforms all things and all people. This one living
God, the Scriptures say, liberated the people of Israel from oppression and covenanted to
be their God. By the power of the Spirit, this one living God is incarnate in Jesus Christ,
who came to live in the world, die for the world, and be raised again to new life. The
Gospel of Jesus Christ announces the nearness of God’s kingdom, bringing good news to
all who are impoverished, sight to all who are blind, freedom to all who are oppressed,
and proclaiming the Lord’s favor upon all creation.

The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of the
Church. In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of crea-
tion and humanity by proclaiming to all people the good news of God’s love, offering to all
people the grace of God at font and table, and calling all people to discipleship in Christ.
Human beings have no higher goal in life than to glorify and enjoy God now and forever,
living in covenant fellowship with God and participating in God’s mission.

F-1.02 JESUS CHRIST IS HEAD OF THE CHURCH

F-1.0201 The Authority of Christ

Almighty God, who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and set him above all rule and
authority, has given to him all power in heaven and on earth, not only in this age but also
in the age to come.” God has put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has
made Christ Head of the Church, which is his body.? The Church’s life and mission are a
joyful participation in Christ’s ongoing life and work.

F-1.0202  Christ Calls and Equips the Church

Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission in
the world, for its sanctification, and for its service to God. Christ is present with the
Church in both Spirit and Word. Christ alone rules, calls, teaches, and uses the Church
as he wills.

! Throughout this document and the Form of Government, the capitalized term “Church” refers to the Church
Universal, the Church as it is called to be in Christ; except as part of a title (i.e. Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
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F-1.02-F-1.03 The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity
F-1.0203-F-1.0302

F-1.0203  Christ Gives the Church Its Life

Christ gives to the Church its faith and life, its unity and mission, its order and dis-
cipline. Scripture teaches us of Christ’s will for the Church, which is to be obeyed. In
the worship and service of God and the government of the church, matters are to be
ordered according to the Word by reason and sound judgment, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit.

F-1.0204  Christ Is the Church’s Hope

In affirming with the earliest Christians that Jesus is Lord, the Church confesses that
he is its hope, and that the Church, as Christ’s body, is bound to his authority and thus
free to live in the lively, joyous reality of the grace of God.

F-1.0205  Christ Is the Foundation of the Church

In Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Christ God recon-
ciles all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of the cross
(Col. 1:19-20). In Christ’s name, therefore, the Church is sent out to bear witness to the
good news of reconciliation with God, with others, and with all creation. In Christ the
Church receives its truth and appeal, its holiness, and its unity.

F-1.03 THE CALLING OF THE CHURCH

F-1.0301 The Church Is the Body of Christ

The Church is the body of Christ®. Christ gives to the Church all the gifts necessary
to be his body. The Church strives to demonstrate these gifts in its life as a community in
the world (1 Cor. 12:27-28):

The Church is to be a community of faith, entrusting itself to God alone, even at the
risk of losing its life.

The Church is to be a community of hope, rejoicing in the sure and certain
knowledge that, in Christ, God is making a new creation. This new creation is a new
beginning for human life and for all things. The Church lives in the present on the
strength of that promised new creation.

The Church is to be a community of love, where sin is forgiven, reconciliation is ac-
complished, and the dividing walls of hostility are torn down.

The Church is to be a community of witness, pointing beyond itself through word
and work to the good news of God’s transforming grace in Christ Jesus its Lord.

F-1.0302  The Marks of the Church?

With all Christians of the Church catholic, we affirm that the Church is “one holy
catholic and apostolic.”

2 See “The Nicene Creed,” Book of Confessions, 1.3.
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The Mission of the Church F-1.03
F-1.0302a—

a.  The Unity of the Church

Unity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. Just as God is one God and Jesus
Christ is our one Savior, so the Church is one because it belongs to its one Lord, Jesus
Christ. The Church seeks to include all people and is never content to enjoy the benefits
of Christian community for itself alone. There is one Church, for there is one Spirit, one
hope, “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and
through all and in all” (Eph. 4:5-6).

Because in Christ the Church is one, it strives to be one. To be one with Christ is to
be joined with all those whom Christ calls into relationship with him. To be thus joined
with one another is to become priests for one another, praying for the world and for one
another and sharing the various gifts God has given to each Christian for the benefit of
the whole community. Division into different denominations obscures but does not de-
stroy unity in Christ. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), affirming its historical continuity
with the whole Church of Jesus Christ, is committed to the reduction of that obscurity,
and is willing to seek and to deepen communion with all other churches within the one
holy catholic and apostolic Church?,

b. The Holiness of the Church

Holiness is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. Through the love of Christ, by
the power of the Spirit, God takes away the sin of the world. The holiness of the Church
comes from Christ who sets it apart to bear witness to his love, and not from the purity of
its doctrine or the righteousness of its actions.

Because in Christ the Church is holy, the Church, its members, and those in its or-
dered ministries strive to lead lives worthy of the Gospel we proclaim. In gratitude for
Christ’s work of redemption, we rely upon the work of God’s Spirit through Scripture
and the means of grace (W-1.0106) to form every believer and every community for this
holy living. We confess the persistence of sin in our corporate and individual lives. At the
same time, we also confess that we are forgiven by Christ and called again and yet again
to strive for the purity, righteousness, and truth revealed to us in Jesus Christ and prom-
ised to all people in God’s new creation.

c. The Catholicity of the Church

Catholicity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. In the life, death, and resur-
rection of Christ, by the power of the Spirit, God overcomes our alienation and repairs
our division.

Because in Christ the Church is catholic, it strives everywhere to testify to Christ’s
embrace of men, women, and children of all times, places, races, nations, ages, condi-
tions, and stations in life. The catholicity of the Church summons the Church to a deeper
faith, a larger hope, and a more complete love as it bears witness to God’s grace.
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F-1.03 The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity
F-1.0302d-F-1.0303

d. The Apostolicity of the Church

Apostolicity is God’s gift to the Church in Jesus Christ. In Christ, by the power of
the Spirit, God sends the Church into the world to share the gospel of God’s redemption
of all things and people.

Because in Christ the Church is apostolic, it strives to proclaim this gospel faithfully.
The Church receives the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ through the testimony of
those whom Christ sent, both those whom we call apostles and those whom Christ has
called throughout the long history of the Church. The Church has been and is even now
sent into the world by Jesus Christ to bear that testimony to others. The Church bears
witness in word and work that in Christ the new creation has begun, and that God who
creates life also frees those in bondage, forgives sin, reconciles brokenness, makes all
things new, and is still at work in the world. To be members of the body of Christ is to be
sent out to pursue the mission of God and to participate in God’s new creation, God’s
kingdom drawing the present into itself. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) affirms the
Gospel of Jesus Christ as received from the prophets and apostles, and stands in continui-
ty with God’s mission through the ages.

The Church strives to be faithful to the good news it has received and accountable to
the standards of the confessions. The Church seeks to present the claims of Jesus Christ,
leading persons to repentance, acceptance of Christ alone as Savior and Lord, and new
life as his disciples.

The Church is sent to be Christ’s faithful evangelist:

making disciples of all nations in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit;

sharing with others a deep life of worship, prayer, fellowship, and service; and

participating in God’s mission to care for the needs of the sick, poor, and lonely;
to free people from sin, suffering, and oppression; and to establish Christ’s just,
loving, and peaceable rule in the world.

F-1.0303  The Notes of the Reformed Church’

Where Christ is, there is the true Church. Since the earliest days of the Reformation,
Reformed Christians have marked the presence of the true Church wherever:

the Word of God is truly preached and heard,
the Sacraments are rightly administered, and

ecclesiastical discipline is uprightly ministered.

3 See The Scots Confession, Ch. XVIII (The Book of Confessions, 3.18)

4 Book of Order 2017/2019



The Mission of the Church F-1.03-F-1.04
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In our own time, we affirm that, in the power of the Spirit, the Church is faithful to
the mission of Christ as it:

Proclaims and hears the Word of God,
responding to the promise of God’s new creation in Christ, and
inviting all people to participate in that new creation;

Administers and receives the Sacraments,
welcoming those who are being engrafted into Christ,
bearing witness to Christ’s saving death and resurrection,
anticipating the heavenly banquet that is to come, and
committing itself in the present to solidarity with the marginalized and the
hungry; and

Nurtures a covenant community of disciples of Christ,
living in the strength of God’s promise and
giving itself in service to God’s mission.
F-1.0304  The Great Ends of the Church
The great ends of the Church are:
the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;
the maintenance of divine worship;
the preservation of the truth;
the promotion of social righteousness; and

the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.*

F-1.04 OPENNESS TO THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

F-1.0401 Continuity and Change

The presbyterian form of government set forth in the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) is grounded in Scripture and built around the marks of the true Church.
It is in all things subject to the Lord of the Church. In the power of the Spirit, Jesus Christ
draws worshiping communities and individual believers into the sovereign activity of the
triune God at all times and places. As the Church seeks reform and fresh direction, it

“This statement of the Great Ends of the Church, slightly edited here, came from the United Presbyterian
Church of North America, which united with the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America in 1958.
The statement was then made a part of the Constitution of The United Presbyterian Church in the United States
of America, as the united body was called. This now classic statement was adopted by the United Presbyterian
C